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  NOTICE OF RACE 2026​  

1.​ THE EVENT 

1.1.​ The Helsinki Tallinna Race 2026 will be held from 21 to 23 August 2026. 

1.2.​ The Organizing Authority is Koivusaaren Pursiseura ry (KoPu) in cooperation with 
Sailing Ladies Naispurjehtijat ry (NaPS). 

1.3.​ The race is open to all yachts registered in their country of residence and complying 
with the eligibility requirements of this Notice of Race. Both monohull and multihull 
sailing yachts with two or more crew members may enter. Entries may also be made 
in the following categories: Business Yacht, Student Yacht and One-Design Yacht. 

1.4.​ For the purposes of this Notice of Race, Race Week shall mean the seven-day period 
preceding the first scheduled warning signal. During Race Week, all entered yachts 
shall comply with the eligibility requirements set out in Section 3 and shall be entered 
in accordance with Section 6. All times stated in this Notice of Race and in official 
communications are Helsinki local time (UTC+3). 

2.​ RULES 

2.1.​ The race will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2025–2028 (RRS). 

2.2.​ Between sunset and sunrise, RRS Part 2 is replaced by the International Regulations for 
Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs). 

2.3.​ Upon prior written application, the Race Committee may approve the use of a sail 
number or national letters other than those officially assigned to the yacht. A yacht using 
an alternative sail number shall comply with all other requirements of RRS Appendix G. 
This changes RRS 77. 

2.4.​ The use of an engine in emergency situations is permitted in accordance with RRS 
42.3(i), as further specified in the Sailing Instructions. 

2.5.​ Yachts racing Double Handed may use an autopilot, wind vane steering system, or 
similar steering device as specified in the Sailing Instructions. This changes RRS 52. 

2.6.​ For classes racing under the FinRating Rule, the FinRating Rule and the ORC Rating 
System Rules shall apply with the following amendments: 

(a)​ORC Rule 201.2 is replaced in its entirety as follows: ​
Any additional equipment carried aboard shall be considered movable ballast. Each 
crew member shall carry sufficient food and drinking water for the race and any 
foreseeable emergency. Fuel carried aboard shall be sufficient to motor the yacht at 
least the distance between Helsinki and Tallinn. The maximum quantity of fuel and 
water carried shall not exceed the capacities stated in the yacht's rating certificate. 

(b)​In accordance with ORC Rule 403.4, ORC Rules 401, 402, 403.1, 403.2 and 403.3 are 
replaced in their entirety by FinRating Rule 6. 

2.7.​ For multihull classes, the race shall be governed by the Multi2000 Rule published by the 
Finnish Catamaran and Trimaran Association. 

2.8.​ The Official Notice Board (ONB) will be located on the Manage2Sail event page: 
www.manage2sail.com. Official notices, amendments, Sailing Instructions and other race 
documents will be posted on the ONB. 
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2.9.​ In accordance with World Sailing recommendations, Russian and Belarusian sailors and 
officials are not permitted to participate in sailing events organized in Finland. This 
restriction does not apply to Russian or Belarusian sailors who: are resident in Finland or 
another European Union Member State; and are members of a club affiliated with the 
Finnish Sailing and Boating Federation or another World Sailing Member National 
Authority. Such competitors shall enter representing the country of their club affiliation. 
Any exclusion shall be implemented in accordance with RRS 76.1. 

2.10.​ Boats may be required to display advertising chosen and supplied by the Organizing 
Authority. Further details will be provided in the Sailing Instructions. 

2.11.​ If there is a conflict between the Finnish and English versions of the Notice of Race or 
Sailing Instructions, the Finnish text shall prevail. 

3.​ ELIGIBILITY 

3.1.​ No later than 2359 on Friday, 14 August 2026, a yacht shall: 

(a)​Hold a sail number registered with a World Sailing Member National Authority. 
(b)​Have a Person in Charge (PIC) who is a member of a club affiliated with the Finnish 

Sailing and Boating Federation or another World Sailing Member National 
Authority. 

3.2.​ Except for yachts entered in the Cruising Class, a valid rating certificate in accordance 
with Section 8 shall be held no later than 2359 on Monday, 17 August 2026. This changes 
RRS 78.2. 

3.3.​ No later than the Skippers' Meeting at 1830 on Thursday, 20 August 2026, each yacht 
shall have: 

(a)​A valid inspection certificate meeting at least Finnish Offshore Category 3 
requirements; or 

(b)​Equipment complying with World Sailing Offshore Special Regulations Category 3 
(c)​ A marine VHF radio. 
(d)​Valid insurance including third-party liability cover. 
(e)​The entry fee paid through the Manage2Sail/Mollie payment system or otherwise 

invoiced by agreement with Koivusaaren Pursiseura. 

3.4.​ While racing, each yacht shall carry: 

(a)​Either Finnish Offshore Category 3 equipment or World Sailing OSR Category 3 
equipment. 

(b)​A national ensign. 
(c)​ A minimum crew of three persons unless racing as a Double Handed yacht in 

accordance with 3.4(g). 
(d)​A completed crew list submitted through Sailors App and Manage2Sail. 
(e)​Valid travel documents required for travel between Finland and Estonia for all crew 

members. 
(f)​ The tracking device supplied by the Organizing Authority installed in the 

designated location. 
(g)​A yacht racing Double Handed shall display a yellow Q flag measuring 

approximately 250 mm × 300 mm from the backstay or another clearly visible 
position aft while racing. The yacht is responsible for obtaining the flag. 
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3.5.​ To qualify as a One-Design Yacht, a yacht shall additionally: 

(a)​Be recognized as a One-Desing Yacht under FinRating Rule 2.2. 
(b)​Enter using the applicable FinRating one-design rating and be entered in a 

FinRating class. 
3.6.​ The Race Committee strongly recommends that competitors monitor both the Official 

Notice Board and the event WhatsApp group throughout the event. 

4.​ CLASSES 

4.1.​ The FinRating classes are: 

(a) Business Class: Open only to Business Yachts. 

(b) Swan Class: Open to Swan yachts manufactured by Nautor. 

(c) FinRating Classes: FinRating entries will be divided into classes of approximately 
twenty yachts each based on FinRating handicap as described in Section 7. 

4.2.​ Multihulls racing in a separate class under the Multi2000 Rule. 

4.3.​ A Cruising Class: open to yachts that do not hold either a FinRating or Multi2000 rating 
certificate. 

4.4.​ The Organizing Authority reserves the right to modify class divisions based on the 
number of entries and may merge or cancel classes that do not attract sufficient 
participation. 

5.​ EVENT SCHEDULE 

Thursday, 20 August 2026 

Helsinki, Katajanokka 

1600–2100 ​ Marina Bay Race Harbour open for competing yachts​
1700–2100 ​ Distribution of tracking devices at the Race Office​
1830 ​​ Skippers' Meeting: Helsinki Marina, Kanavaranta 4, Helsinki 

Friday, 21 August 2026 

Helsinki, Katajanokka / Tallinn, Kalev Yacht Club 

1000–1600 ​ Race Office open​
1000–1300 ​ Distribution of tracking devices 

Scheduled Starts 

1530 ​Business Class​
1600 ​Swan Class​
1630 ​Slowest FinRating Class​
1930 ​Multihull Class​
1940 ​Cruising Class 

Saturday, 22 August 2026 

Tallinn, Kalev Yacht Club 
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Race Office opens upon the arrival of the first yacht. 

1200–1500 ​ Business Yacht Brunch​
1830 ​​ Race Office closes​
1900 ​​ Prize Giving Ceremony and HTR Party 

Sunday, 23 August 2026 

Tallinn, Kalev Yacht Club 

0900–1100 ​ Race Office open​
1000 ​​ Informal Return Race to Helsinki starting off the Pirita breakwater 

6.​ REGISTRATION AND PAYMENTS 

6.1.​ A yacht may enter any class as a Business Yacht. The represented company or 
organization will be identified in official entry and results lists and will receive additional 
services in the race harbours. 

6.2.​ Student Yacht entries are permitted only in the FinRating and Cruising Classes. The 
Person in Charge or at least half of the crew shall be full-time students enrolled at a 
recognized school, college or university. 

6.3.​ Entries shall be submitted through the Manage2Sail system in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 3. 

6.4.​ Entry fees for 2026 are: 

  Payment Category Registration deadline 14th of August 

Business Yachts €1,000 including up to 8 persons ​
Additional crew: €60 per person 

LOA less that 38 feet €150 

LOA 38 feet or greater: €220 

Student Entry 50% discount on applicable entry fees 
 

6.5.​ Entries may be cancelled by email to heltal@kopu.fi. 

Cancellation by 14 August 2026: full refund​
Cancellation by 17 August 2026: 50% refund​
Cancellation after 17 August 2026: no refund 

6.6.​ The Race Committee may accept late entries up to the Skippers' Meeting provided all 
eligibility requirements have been met. 

6.7.​ Accepted late entries shall pay an additional administrative fee of €40. 

6.8.​ The Race Committee's decision regarding acceptance or rejection of a late entry shall be 
final and not subject to a request for redress. This changes RRS 61.1. 
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7.​ CLASS DIVISION AND STARTING GROUPS 

7.1.​ Each yacht shall enter a single FinRating class through the Manage2Sail system. Yachts 
entered in the FinRating Classes will be divided by the Race Committee into classes of 
approximately twenty yachts based on their FinRating all purpose rating. The rating 
limits used for class division will be published on the Official Notice Board no later than 
1800 on Wednesday, 19 August 2026. 

7.2.​ The Race Committee may divide a FinRating Class into two or more starting groups. 

7.3.​ Class allocations, starting groups and starting schedules will be published on the Official 
Notice Board no later than 1200 on Friday, 21 August 2026. 

7.4.​ The class division determined by the Race Committee shall be final and binding on all 
competitors. No request for redress may be based on class allocation or starting group 
assignment. This changes RRS 61.1. 

8.​ RATING CERTIFICATES 

8.1.​ Yachts racing in FinRating Classes shall hold one of the following: 

a)​ ORC Certificate 
b)​ FinRating Certificate 
c)​ Double Handed (DH) Certificate 
d)​ FinRating Table Rating 

Non-Spin or Non-HSF ratings are not eligible. For yachts registered in Finland, rating 
certificates are issued by the FinRating Committee of Avomeripurjehtijat ry. 

8.2.​ Multihulls shall provide a valid Multi2000 rating certificate issued by a measurer 
authorized by the Finnish Catamaran and Trimaran Association or an equivalent national 
authority. 

8.3.​ After the deadline specified in NoR 3.2, changes to a yacht's rating will only be accepted 
if: the rating authority has corrected an error not attributable to the competitor; or the 
Protest Committee so directs. Rating certificates issued for any other reason after that 
deadline will not be used for scoring. 

9.​ SCORING 

9.1.​ Results for the Business, Swan and FinRating Classes shall be calculated using 
Corrected Time in accordance with FinRating Rule 6.3. Corrected Time = Elapsed Time × 
FinRating All-Purpouse Number 

9.2.​ A separate Double Handed ranking shall be established from corrected times provided 
that at least three Double Handed yachts finish across all FinRating Classes. These results 
shall also count towards the Avomeripurjehtijat ry Musto DH Ranking Series. To be 
included, the yacht shall be entered in a FinRating Class using a valid DH certificate. 

9.3.​ Results for the Multihull Class shall be calculated using the Multi2000 Rule. Corrected 
Time = Elapsed Time × R2000 Rating 

9.4.​ In the Cruising Class, the yacht with the shortest elapsed time shall be the winner. No 
additional placings or rankings shall be recognized. lapsed times for all yachts will be 
published. This changes RRS Appendix A. 
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9.5.​ A separate One-Design ranking shall be established provided that at least three yachts 
of the same one-design type finish in a FinRating Class. The yacht with the shortest 
elapsed time shall be the winner. To be included, the yacht shall be entered using the 
applicable one-design FinRating value. 

9.6.​ A separate Women's Team ranking shall be established provided that at least three 
all-female crews finish the race. 

9.7.​ A separate Student Yacht ranking shall be established provided that at least three 
eligible Student Yachts finish the race. 

9.8.​ A speed ranking based on average speed over the course length specified in the Sailing 
Instructions shall be produced for all yachts that start and finish. The fastest yacht overall 
and the fastest Business Yacht shall be recognized based on this ranking. 

9.9.​ Except where otherwise stated, the yacht with the lowest corrected time shall be ranked 
first. 

9.10.​ Double Handed, One-Design, Women's Team and Student Yacht rankings are additional 
rankings only. Participation in these rankings shall not affect a yacht's placing within its 
original class. 

10.​ SAILORS APP 

Competitors are encouraged to use Sailors App for the submission and updating of race 
information. A Sailors App link will be sent by email to all entered competitors. 

11.​ COMMUNICATION 

11.1.​ On the water, the Race Committee will communicate on VHF channels specified in the 
Sailing Instructions. The Race Committee may broadcast information including: start 
countdowns, recalls, intentions to protest, course shortening. 

11.2.​ In addition to the Official Notice Board, a WhatsApp group for competitors will be 
established. Participation in the group is voluntary. The group will be used solely for 
race-related information. A joining link will be distributed to competing yachts. 

11.3.​ Competitors are strongly encouraged to monitor all official communication channels. 
Failure to receive VHF or WhatsApp communications, transmission errors, delays, 
omissions or inaccuracies shall not be grounds for redress. This changes RRS 61.1. 

12.​ INSPECTIONS 

Inspectors appointed by the Technical Committee may verify compliance with the 
requirements of Section 3: in the harbour area before the start; while proceeding to the 
starting area in Helsinki; and after finishing at Kalev Yacht Club in Tallinn. 

13.​ SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

The Sailing Instructions will be published on the Official Notice Board in the Manage2Sail 
system no later than 1800 on Thursday, 20 August 2026. The Notice of Race and Sailing 
Instructions will be available only in PDF format on the Official Notice Board. 
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14.​ TRACKING DEVICES 

Tracking devices supplied by the Organizing Authority will transmit yacht positions for 
public online race tracking. Devices will be distributed through the Race Office according 
to the event schedule. Yachts shall install and operate the devices in accordance with 
instructions issued by the Race Committee. Devices shall be returned to the Race Office 
at Kalev Yacht Club after the race. Loss of or damage to a tracking device may result in an 
additional charge and a scoring penalty. 

15.​ SKIPPERS BRIEFING 

15.1.​ The Skippers' Meeting will be held at 1830 on Thursday, 20 August 2026 at Helsinki 
Marina, Kanavaranta 4, Helsinki 

15.2.​ Representation of each yacht at the Skippers' Meeting is mandatory. The Person in 
Charge may designate another representative to attend.  

15.3.​ The Person in Charge shall sign a declaration confirming compliance with the 
requirements of this Notice of Race. The signed declaration shall be submitted to the 
Race Office and the tracking device collected from the Katajanokka Race Office. 

16.​ VENUE 

16.1.​ The Race Harbour will be located: 

Thursday to Friday: Marina Bay Guest Harbour, Katajanokka, Helsinki​
Saturday to Sunday: Kalev Yacht Club Harbour, Tallinn 

16.2.​ Harbour fees in Tallinn during the event and access to communal saunas are included in 
the entry fee. The official event pennant serves as proof of harbour fee payment. 

16.3.​ Berthing at Marina Bay Guest Harbour on the night between Thursday and Friday is not 
included in the entry fee. A berth reservation made at the time of race entry entitles the 
yacht to a discounted harbour fee of €35, payable through the Manage2Sail system. 

This discounted rate is available until 14 August. After that date, berth reservations and 
harbour fee payments shall be arranged directly with Marina Bay Guest Harbour.. 

16.4.​  Further information: www.marinabay.fi, Tel: +358 50 544 8008, VHF Channel 68. 

16.5.​ Yachts shall proceed to the starting area in accordance with their assigned starting 
schedule. 

16.6.​ Berths will be reserved for all entered yachts at Kalev Yacht Club or Pirita Harbour from 
arrival until Sunday. Due to limited dock space at Kalev and Pirita, berthing adjacent to 
the race harbour cannot be guaranteed for multihulls. Alternative berthing 
arrangements will be made whenever possible. 

17.​ COURSE 

17.1.​ The starting line will be located off Hernesaari, Helsinki. The finishing line will be located 
off Pirita, Tallinn. 
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17.2.​ The course to be sailed will be specified in the Sailing Instructions. The traditional 
direct-course route of the Helsinki Tallinna Race is approximately 44 nautical miles. 

18.​  PENALTIES 

Penalties for breaches of rules other than those of RRS Part 2 may be less than 
disqualification if the Protest Committee so decides. 

19.​ PRIZES 

Prizes will be awarded based on the results described in Section 9. Awards will be 
presented to the winning yacht or the top three yachts in each eligible class or ranking. 

Additional awards may be presented, including: Fastest Business Yacht, Best Women's 
Team. Best Student Yacht – even if a separate ranking is not established. 

20.​  DISCLAIMER 

Competitors participate in the race entirely at their own risk. See RRS 3, Decision to Race. 
The Organizing Authority, Race Committee, sponsors and any other party involved in the 
organization of the event shall not accept liability for material damage, personal injury or 
death sustained in conjunction with, prior to, during or after the event. 

21.​ MEDIA RIGHTS 

21.1.​ The Organizing Authority reserves all media rights relating to the event, subject to the 
provisions of this Notice of Race. By participating, competitors, support persons and 
yachts agree to these provisions, including those relating to media content created 
during the event. 

21.2.​ Competitors may photograph, film and otherwise record their participation in the event. 
Such content may be processed, published and used in accordance with applicable law 
and the provisions of NoR 21.3. Competitor-generated content may also be used for 
commercial purposes by third parties subject to NoR 21.3. 

21.3.​ Where a participant publishes photographs, video or other event-related content, the 
Organizing Authority may store, reproduce and redistribute that content. Participants 
shall not enter into agreements that restrict the Organizing Authority's ability to use such 
content without prior written consent. 

21.4.​ The Organizing Authority may appoint photographers, videographers and other media 
personnel operating both ashore and afloat. Images and recordings produced by or on 
behalf of the Organizing Authority may be published and used in connection with future 
event promotion. 

21.5.​ Images published by the Organizing Authority on social media or other online platforms 
may be shared provided the event identifiers and tags are retained. Media content 
produced or published by the Organizing Authority, or by third parties acting on its 
behalf, may not be used for commercial purposes by parties other than the Organizing 
Authority without prior written permission. 

22.​ ADDITIONAL INFORMATON 

For further information, please contact: heltal@kopu.fi. 

 
 
HELSINKI TALLINNA RACE IS ORGANIZED BY KOIVUSAAREN PURSISEURA RY (KOPU) AND SAILING LADIES RY (NAPS). 

 
 


	1.​THE EVENT 
	2.​RULES 
	3.​ELIGIBILITY 
	4.​CLASSES 
	5.​EVENT SCHEDULE 
	6.​REGISTRATION AND PAYMENTS 
	7.​CLASS DIVISION AND STARTING GROUPS 
	8.​RATING CERTIFICATES 
	9.​SCORING 
	10.​SAILORS APP 
	11.​COMMUNICATION 
	12.​INSPECTIONS 
	13.​SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
	14.​TRACKING DEVICES 
	15.​SKIPPERS BRIEFING 
	17.​COURSE 
	18.​ PENALTIES 
	19.​PRIZES 
	20.​ DISCLAIMER 
	21.​MEDIA RIGHTS 
	22.​ADDITIONAL INFORMATON 

